MAKE MUSIC MATTER ANNUAL REPORT 2016 // 1

DEAR FRIENDS,
Make Music Matter believes that music can be an integral part of a community-driven, holistic
healing model that values the intersection of innovation and research within the treatment pathway.
At its core, our Healing in Harmony music therapy program has potential for transformative change,
not just in traumatized populations and their communities, but also in the broader community of
practice. Participants in our flagship program are survivors of sexual violence, abandoned children,
children of Child-Headed Households and other vulnerable populations. Together, they are treated as
artists, not patients.
In our 2016 Annual Report, we continue to celebrate the
quantifiable healing power of music to re-stitch the soul, validate
one’s feeling and emotions, and cohere communities regardless
of prevailing circumstance. Whether it is within our expanding
programming in the Democratic Republic of the Congo (DRC)
and Rwanda, outreach in Canada, or our recent exploration at
the Syrian border; Make Music Matter is continuing to use this
artful medium as a tool enabling individuals to recover from
traumatic experiences. The beautiful and evocative songs
written by our artists help to reclaim their future by redefining
their past.

The year 2016 was critical for Make Music Matter. To date
we have seen over 1000 women (survivors of sexual violence
and other vulnerable community members) participate in our
Healing in Harmony music therapy program at Maison Dorcas,
the aftercare facility at Panzi Hospital in Bukavu with partners
Panzi Foundation USA and DRC. Current trends in our research
analyses revealed staggering results with improvement across
all three primary mental health dimensions (anxiety, depression,
and PTSD). Women in music therapy were twice as likely to have
an improvement in their anxiety scores than women who did not
participate in the program. Women in music therapy were 80%
more likely to have an improvement in their PTSD scores than
women who did not participate in the program.

The songs have also become strong tools for advocacy. On a
recent tour of local radio stations in Bukavu, I inquired whether
the broadcasters had any notable feedback from listeners. One
broadcaster reported that during the morning rush hour, when

songs from our program are being played, members of the
Congolese armed forces (FARDC) had been calling the station
to state that they had not been responsible for perpetrating the
rapes highlighted in the songs. They wanted to assure audiences
that these soldiers who raped were a minority and that it was
predominantly in the past. It is a testament to the power music
has in affecting civil society and shifting cultural landscapes.

To date we have seen over 1000 women
(survivors of sexual violence and other vulnerable
community members) participate in our Healing
in Harmony music therapy program at Maison
Dorcas, the aftercare facility at Panzi Hospital
in Bukavu with partners Panzi Foundation USA
and DRC.
While we have proven that our methodology works very well with
the Panzi framework in the urban setting of Maison Dorcas, it is
time to test it in a rural setting. Throughout 2016, Make Music
Matter implemented a testing phase at Panzi’s field hospital in
the rural area of Mulumba. The positive feedback from medical
staff and the community at large during this period has led us to
commit to its full implementation in early 2017. This expansion
emphasizes that local, culturally appropriate psychosocial
models are critical for restoration of traumatized populations.
It is exciting to watch our Healing in Harmony music therapy
program grow and I am thrilled to return to Mulumba to
construct and officially launch our latest studio this
coming January.

In 2016, we were also able to launch two specific programming
streams in Rwanda with our partner, Uyisenga N’Manzi,
using our specialized music therapy approach. One program
focuses on the education of youth regarding the health risks
of contracting HIV/AIDS and the second centres upon the
reduction of trauma in children of Child-Headed Households.
These targets benefit not only direct participants, but also the
larger community through the dissemination of the music across
Rwanda. I am thrilled to report that three of the songs are
already becoming minor hits on the major Kigali radio station of
ISANGO Star.

Fund’s (HIF’s) Journey to Scale program. This opportunity will
see our Healing in Harmony music therapy program expand
to four sites in the DRC within the next two years. With the
support of the HIF, we will be developing and refining our
methodology towards creating an affiliate partnership approach
to replicate our program in different contexts. We hope this will
lead to our long-term goal of delivering our Healing in Harmony
music therapy program and methodology on a global scale.

This report is a living testament to the resiliency of the
communities we serve and to the strength of the survivors
embodied in the art they create.

In Canada, we had great exposure with Canadian Musician and
Professional Sound Magazine, acquired new operational partners
in Long & McQuade and HHB Communications and expanded
our partnership with Metalworks Institute. NPR (National Public
Radio USA) also completed a story in early spring, which we look
forward to going to air. Iconic photographer Platon documented
our music therapy program at Panzi later in the season for a
plethora of multimedia features expected to roll out beginning
in February 2017. June saw Make Music Matter and Panzi
Foundation USA at the prestigious World Humanitarian Summit
in Istanbul where we were able to host a wide variety of guests
at an immersive booth that demonstrated our unique model of
healing. At this summit I had the personal pleasure of meeting
with UN Secretary General Ban Ki-Moon while he listened to
one of our signature tracks, “My Body is Not a Weapon.” Finally,
I had the privilege of attending the opening of the UN General
Assembly in New York and other key events in support of Dr.
Mukwege and our amazing partners at Panzi Foundation USA.
This whirlwind of activity resulted in opportunities to speak
about our work with notables such as President Bill Clinton and
Stephen Lewis.

As we look towards 2017, our main endeavour is to continue
expanding our reach, leverage and capacity. To that end, we are
thrilled to report we were accepted, along with partners Panzi
Foundation USA and DRC, for the Humanitarian Innovation

Darcy Ataman
(CEO & Founder)

Jit Lahiry
(Chair)
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OUR VISION,
MISSION AND
VALUES
MISSION*
Make Music Matter engages, educates and fosters the youth living in African
communities affected by extreme poverty through music and socially conscious art
creating future community leaders.

VISION*
Make Music Matter will be a leading and accountable philanthropic field
programming organization that provides development assistance through education.
These efforts will raise awareness on some of Africa’s most urgent developmental
issues such as HIV/AIDS and Child Rights through the vector of music and
music production. The result of which will contribute to sustainable change both
domestically and internationally.

VALUES
Make Music Matter is apolitical and secular and focuses on humanitarianism,
universality, accountability, and innovation.

*As Make Music Matter continues to expand its programming to impact a number
of target groups, its Mission and Vision statement will be reviewed to better
represent its beneficiaries.
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“You can feel the cathartic process and both
the trauma and joy of being able to express
that in the music that they’re doing. It is a
fascinating exploration back to what music
was originally meant to do for people.”
– David Bottrill, Multi-Grammy Award-Winning music producer
and Make Music Matter Board Member

HEALING THROUGH
MUSIC
Make Music Matter made its start with
a pilot project in Rwanda in 2009, with
formal programming beginning years later.
While many psychosocial programs in the
Democratic Republic of the Congo (DRC)
and Rwanda are designed under a Western
model of talk therapy or cognitive behavioural
therapy (CBT), Make Music Matter’s Healing
in Harmony music therapy program seeks
to offer an alternative that treats participants
as artists and helps them make meaning
out of their experience.
The therapeutic methodology itself is a departure from
traditional interventions for several reasons. Firstly, it integrates
psychosocial healing into the overall healing pathway for
survivors of sexualized violence and other traumatized
populations. Secondly, the therapeutic model of this program
builds upon the successes of traditional music therapy programs
and trauma-centered approaches to psychological healing by
ensuring participants the opportunity – if they so choose – to
participate in advocacy and address the root drivers of the
traumas they experienced. The creation of a tangible product
– a written, recorded, and professionally produced and
mastered song allows our artists to take a step closer towards
making meaning from their experiences – a key step towards
long term recovery.

The music therapy model designed by Make Music Matter
allows participants to work individually and within groups as
a mechanism to find common ground with each other and to
share in the healing process. Our artists work in tandem with a
local music producer and psychologist who help to guide them
in the process while providing meaningful psychosocial support.
Their engagement with others and with their own creativity works
as a tool for rehabilitation, therapy and personal development.
By participating together, they develop leadership and group
work skills, while building self-esteem and re-establishing their
sense of identity and agency.

Music created by our artists in the Healing in Harmony
music therapy program is sent back to Metalworks Institute in
Canada, where it is mixed, mastered, and prepared for release.
The finished product is then publicly disseminated through
local radio broadcasts in the local community where they
were recorded, social media, community concerts, and
CD distribution.

While we understood the potential of this methodology to
improve our beneficiaries’ mental health, we underestimated
how critical treating each individual as an artist would be to the
success of the program. From the first days of programming,
treating participants as artists – with legal rights to their creative
work in particular – made a significant impact. For example,
signing a licensing agreement explaining that only the creators
of the songs owned the songs themselves, and providing
program partners with only non-commercial use rights, made
our participants feel respected, and built trust with our program
staff. Similarly, the production of a tangible CD at the end of
each three-month round provided our artists with a concrete,
positive result from their work. Our artists saw themselves
as leaders and sought to professionalize their approach to
grassroots advocacy by requesting uniforms or custom t-shirts for
community concerts.

The music therapy model designed by
Make Music Matter allows participants to work
individually and within groups as a mechanism
to find common ground with each other and to
share in the healing process.
As the Healing in Harmony music therapy program model and
methodology is community driven, it can be easily adapted to
work with the needs of the communities in which it is set up.
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ARTISTS,
NOT PATIENTS

1/
2/
3/

Working in tandem with a trained psychologist
and music producer, participants write, record and
professionally produce songs about their emotions
and experiences.

The process has a profound effect on both
psychological healing and the restoration of
a supportive, healing community.

Our artists are advocates publicly disseminating their
music through local radio broadcasts, social media,
community concerts and CD distribution, reducing
stigma about sexual violence and more.

Self-esteem and mood improves after music therapy.
Music stimulates memories and aids in healing from past experiences.
Sharing experiences via songs and music reduces stigma.
Songs produced in the Music Therapy Program are played to 5 million
active listeners in the Eastern DRC via local radio.
Preliminary data show participants in our Music Therapy Program
with statistically significant reductions in PTSD and anxiety compared
to a control group.

WHERE WE
WORK
DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC OF THE CONGO (DRC)
We serve survivors of sexual violence in the DRC
through our programming at Panzi Hospital’s aftercare
facility, Maison Dorcas in Bukavu, South Kivu Province.

RWANDA
Through Uyisenga N’Manzi, our Rwandan partner organization,
we work on trauma reduction in children of Child-Headed
Households and HIV prevention among youth in the capital
of Kigali and at various sites throughout rural Rwanda.
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YOUTH
EMPOWERMENT
AND EDUCATION
IN RWANDA

Make Music Matter has continued to expand its programming in Rwanda through two projects:
Lifting Hearts and Minds, Empowering Children of Child-Headed Households in Rural Rwanda and
Raising Voices and Lifting Lives through Music, both generously supported through funding by the
Manitoba Council for International Cooperation.
Using similar methodology as the Healing
in Harmony music therapy program at Panzi
Hospital, Make Music Matter treats participants
as artists and helps to facilitate the creative
process of songwriting, while focusing on
trauma reduction and advocacy.

The first project, Lifting Hearts and Minds, Empowering
Children of Child-Headed Households in Rural Rwanda,
focuses on a unique group of youth in Rwanda: children of
Child-Headed Households and their psychosocial well-being
and economic opportunity. Working with our local partner,
Uyisenga N’Manzi, Make Music Matter began its new focused
programming in April 2016 with youth they had identified as in
need of further psychosocial support. Through the programming,
multiple songs were released, with the first album titled No
Love No Peace, which was disseminated into the community
through concerts and CD distribution. As noted by our partner
organization, participants in the program became emboldened
artists. They found that the musical experiences helped them to
hear one another, bond with others also experiencing loss, and
regain their confidence.

Raising Voices and Lifting Lives through Music is centered on
HIV/AIDS awareness and prevention, with a focus on breaking
the cycle of its associated stigma and in trauma reduction.
Working with a local nurse and HIV expert, our local educator,
and a local music producer, our cohorts of youth have worked
collectively on HIV/AIDS awareness. The group therapeutic

session was identified by participants as crucial to the process
as it helped them to identify with others to feel as though they
were not alone in their struggles and that they had potential to
ameliorate their futures.

A community concert held with the Groupe Scolaire
Busanza alone brought in nearly 400 attendants.
The session running between June and August saw a focus on
the risk of contracting HIV through drug use in areas of Kigali,
where drug use among youth was identified as being of a higher
prevalence. This session resulted in five songs being produced,
four of which were showcased regularly on two of the most
popular radio stations in Rwanda – Isango Star and Radio Salus
(it is listened to by over three quarters of Rwandans).

A community concert held with the Groupe Scolaire Busanza
alone brought in nearly 400 attendants and had a direct impact
on participants. The impact was particularly strong on seven
young students who were then trained as peer supporters to
bring back information and disseminate the songs produced
through the program (released on CDs) to their respective antidrug school clubs. As well, the Neuro-Psychiatric Hospital of
Ndera (NPHN) has agreed to collaborate with Uyisenga N’Manzi
and Make Music Matter to support a referral service in the event
of a serious case identified by the on-staff Clinical Psychologist.
This further strengthens the psychosocial support that can be
provided to participants in the program.

“Over the past year, I have been proud to witness patients
transform into artists. Through the Healing in Harmony
music therapy program, we witness the inherent healing
power of music to build resilience, restore communities,
and renew our spirits.”
– Darcy Ataman, Founder and CEO of Make Music Matter
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CREATING ADVOCATES
AND HEALING TRAUMA
IN THE DRC
The Healing in Harmony music therapy
program continues to grow and offer its unique
and effective trauma-healing methodology to a
greater number of women, youth and children
through Panzi Hospital and Foundations as
a part of Panzi Hospital’s five-pillar holistic
healing model. Since its inception, this
program has served over 1000 individuals,
including vulnerable community members,
survivors in the midst of their physical
treatment at Panzi Hospital and survivors who
are residents at the Maison Dorcas aftercare
facility. It is in partnership with Panzi Hospital
and Foundations, with support from the ELHRA
and its Humanitarian Innovation Fund that this
program is being offered.
Make Music Matter is proud to announce that a total of five
albums have been released through this program with notable
songs: Parce Que J’ai Mal (Because I’m in Pain), My Body
is not a Weapon, I Also Have a Dream (featuring guest artist,

Timbuktu), and more recently, The Criminal Father. These songs
continue to be disseminated to other residents of Panzi Hospital,
the surrounding community, and the international community
through concerts, radio broadcasts, and social media. With each
song, we continue to advocate positive messaging about the
healing process, the call to action towards the elimination
of misogyny, reduction of stigma, and the realities faced
by women in the DRC.

As the sessions continue to be offered, a noticeable shift
has been identified among our artists. Previously the staff
psychologist and music producer would run the sessions,
whereas now, they are predominately acting as facilitators.
Our artist participants come to each session enthusiastic and
prepared to engage in the process. They take great pride in the
production of the music inspired by lyrics that they themselves
had written. One participant in the Maison Dorcas aftercare
session noted in a recent field visit with Darcy Ataman that
where once she thought that he must see her and her peers as
worthless human beings with no value, through the program,
she has come to believe that they are in fact seen as artists in
his eyes. This statement speaks volumes to the impact of our
program on perception of self-worth and their place within the
treatment pathway.

Women in Healing in Harmony were found to
be 80% more likely to show an improvement
in their PTSD scores by comparison and were
twice as likely to have an improvement in their
anxiety scores.
Over the last several sessions, trends have shown statistically
significant reductions in PTSD and anxiety levels among
participants in the Healing in Harmony music therapy program
compared to those who did not participate in our programming.
To date, women in Healing in Harmony were found to be 80%
more likely to show an improvement in their PTSD scores
by comparison and were twice as likely to have an improvement
in their anxiety scores.

Mastered songs continue to be disseminated through local radio
stations, which have an extensive reach among residents of the
DRC. Radio Maendeleo reaches 2 million people; Neno Lauzima
reaches 1.5 million; RTNC Walungu reaches 700,000; and
Sven (a new and ever-growing station) reaches approximately
100,000 people. Radio continues to be a great resource in
advocacy within the community and the reduction of stigma.
To date, our songs have garnered over 1110 spins.

In a recent tour of the radio stations in Bukavu that regularly
play our songs, we inquired as to whether broadcasters had
received any feedback from listeners. One broadcaster reported
that during the morning rush hour, when one of our songs had
been played, members of the Congolese armed forces (FARDC)
called the station to argue that the military was not responsible
for the perpetration of the rapes discussed in the song. This
highlighted the scope of reach and the pressure that these
messages can create in the public sphere – to cause discomfort
among the military and armed forces, by challenging their
impunity enough to warrant a response from them.

Make Music Matter continues to work with its partners to test
a second location in a rural area at Panzi’s One Stop Center in
Mulumba. Preliminary results show a great need within this area
to support trauma healing and advocacy through creative means.

Make Music Matter is proud to be able to impact such positive
change at Panzi Hospital and its surrounding community and
continues to develop and improve its programming to have its
greatest outreach.
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THE
CRIMINAL FATHER
In the self-titled fourth album released through the Panzi Hospital Healing in Harmony music
therapy program, The Criminal Father is an ode to youth who have had negative experiences with
irresponsible fathers or other authority figures and as an advocacy tool for mature women regarding
the behaviours of their husbands.
It denounces the abusive, misogynistic, repressive behaviour
of men (and sometimes perpetrators) in their communities
and the effects it has on younger generations. Time and time
again, women in our programs reveal their experiences of being
assaulted and ostracized by the men in their lives as complicit or
to blame for the victimization they have suffered.

"OUR FATHER, YOU CAUSED US
SO MUCH SUFFERING,
IF YOU GET MONEY YOU SPEND IT ON YOUR
MATTERS AND NOW WE LIVE LIKE ORPHANS.
OUR FATHER, YOU ARE A SADISTIC CRIMINAL,
ITS OUR MOTHER THAT TAKES CARE OF US."
The Criminal Father was written by a group of beneficiaries,
including one survivor from the group, who at the age of 17
was raped by a group of Rwandan militia. She had gone into
the forest to fetch water for the day when three men attacked
her, taking turns assaulting her. This pattern continued daily tying her up when they were finished to continue their duties.
One day, they forgot to tie her up and she managed to escape.
During her flight for safety from their capture, she was stopped
by another non-descript militia, who demanded that she have
sex with him or he would kill her. Eventually this young girl

made it to her home, but rather than being embraced back
into the safety of her family, she was accused of willingly
participating in the violence to which she was subjected.
About a month after she returned home, she discovered that
she was pregnant from rape, ostracized and forced to leave
by her father.

She was able to eventually secure a ride into town by a friend
to go to Panzi Hospital, where she later gave birth to her child
and has been able to access support and services, including
the Healing in Harmony program. Her involvement in the
program, along with the variety of skill-building activities is
helping her to go through the healing process, and to reestablish her emotional strength and stability.

“I witnessed an amazing moment for this woman,
along with other survivors in her group, to sing
and record this piece with such strength, vigour
and pride. Their song symbolizes the lifechanging power one has over reframing their
past, all the while carving out a new identity –
one song, and joyful voice at a time.”
– Darcy Ataman

“At Panzi's Hospital, holistic
healing and psychosocial
therapeutic methods are integrated
into medical practice. The music therapy
program is creating a breakthrough
in healing. We are witnessing
transformative change in the lives of
women, children, their families, and
vulnerable community members we serve.
As survivors and patients transcend their
suffering, we hear their voices anew, and
together we are delivered to hope.”

Photo by Platon

– Dr. Denis Mukwege:
Founder and Medical Director of Panzi Hospital
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ADVOCACY AND OUTREACH
IN CANADA AND BEYOND
2016 proved to be an incredibly exciting year for Make Music Matter. Along with our partnerships
and many opportunities for advocacy, we have been able to highlight the positive impact of the
Healing in Harmony music therapy program among numerous populations with diverse needs.
In May 2016, we had the great honour of presenting our music
therapy program at the World Humanitarian Summit in Istanbul,
Turkey to the United Nations Secretary General, Ban Ki-Moon,
and we were featured through the United Nations Office for the
Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA). The opportunity
to present at the World Humanitarian Summit and to network
with other organizations focusing on humanitarian interventions
and advocacy work will continue to strengthen our support and
solidify the need for such a unique methodology as the Healing
in Harmony music therapy program.
Earlier in the year, world-renowned photographer, Platon,
visited Panzi Hospital and Foundations for a special multimedia
project with a particular focus on the Healing in Harmony music
therapy program. This project created by Panzi Foundation USA
will highlight the participants and staff, and the groundbreaking
work done on the front lines in the Eastern DRC’s Maison Dorcas
on the Panzi campus. Expected release date: February 2017.
This major opportunity will garner further support and public
awareness of the atrocities in the DRC and of the work that we
are doing each day with our partners.
In continuing with our collaboration with Panzi Hospital and
Foundations, Darcy Ataman attended the United Nations (UN)
General Assembly to support Dr. Denis Mukwege in addressing

the High Level Commission of Health Employment and
Economic Growth as well as prominent members of the United
Nations and NGOs alike. We had the opportunity to highlight
our music therapy program with former President and founder of
the Bill, Hillary & Chelsea Clinton Foundation, Bill Clinton and
Stephen Lewis of The Stephen Lewis Foundation.
Make Music Matter continues to promote its work at events
in Canada, the USA, and abroad, including at the Canadian
Museum for Human Rights, the University of Winnipeg, with the
Manitoba Council for International Cooperation, and a number of
award events in Philadelphia, New York City, and Toronto. As the
public face of Make Music Matter, Darcy Ataman writes regular
op-ed segments through the Huffington Post and CBC News and
has been featured in the Canadian Musician and Professional
Sound Magazine, on National Public Radio (USA), and in a
number of promotional videos created through our partnership
with Metalworks Institute.
In collaboration with Swedish hip-hop artist, Timbuktu, a
promotional video was released online showcasing Panzi
Hospital and our Healing in Harmony music therapy
program. It has already been viewed over 350,000 times
worldwide. Through such videos, our public face continues to
grow internationally.

HEALING IN HARMONY
NAMED AN INNOVATION
TO SCALE
In October of 2016, our Healing in Harmony
music therapy program was named one of three
projects internationally to receive funding and
support through the Accelerating the Journey to
Scale Innovation Initiative of the Humanitarian
Innovation Fund (HIF) and the Netherlands
Ministry of Foreign Affairs. The Accelerating
the Journey to Scale initiative is a funding
competition seeking humanitarian initiatives
with a core design that can be adapted and
utilized in humanitarian crises.

“I am a strong believer
in thinking that music
can have that kind of
healing power...it hits
you. It’s emotional.”
–Andrea Karniej, student and
volunteer with Metalworks Institute
on the experience of mastering
songs from the Healing in Harmony
Panzi Hospital program.

The scaling design is meant to maximize the opportunity to
make a significant difference to the lives of people affected by
crisis, while representing a tremendous opportunity to bring
about widespread and sustained transformative change in the
longer term.
Panzi Foundation USA along with Make Music Matter, as
winners of this great initiative, will receive funding support of
400,000 GBP, along with two years of tailored mentoring and
support in refining and strengthening their strategies to scale the
Healing in Harmony music therapy program.
The first phase of our scale-up plan will involve proving the
generalizability of our methodology and refinement of our
solidarity-based affiliate partnership approach. Thus far we have
shown that our methodology is highly effective within a mainly
urban population, in the integrated health care centre of Panzi
Hospital. Our next step is to replicate our program and results in
the rural health centre of Mulumba, a field hospital within the
Panzi framework.
With the wonderful opportunity presented by the HIF’s funding
program, Make Music Matter looks forward to bringing our model
and methodology to a broader constituency within the DRC and
eventually to a global context in order to address trauma and
empower advocacy in humanitarian crises.
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LOOKING TOWARDS
THE FUTURE
AS THE YEARS GO ON, MAKE MUSIC MATTER
CONTINUES TO GROW IN SCOPE AND REACH
ITS FULL POTENTIAL.
As we go through further Healing in Harmony program cycles,
we continue to expand our research and ensure accuracy in
demonstrating the incredibly positive impacts we have seen
with our artists with respect to anxiety levels, PTSD, and
depression. We also hope to further examine the possible
effects on social inclusion that may result from the advocacy
portion of Healing in Harmony.
During a recent site visit, Darcy Ataman, Founder and CEO of
Make Music Matter spent time in Gaziantep, Turkey. During
the visit, he gained first-hand knowledge of organizations
working with Syrian refugees and what is being done, with the
potential to further explore the affiliate model and its efficacy
in the region. He visited Basmeh and Zeitooneh, a local NGO,
which is focused on the rehabilitation of young Syrian refugees
using a number of creative art forms including theatre, choral
singing, literacy, and photography. When Darcy arrived the
children were seen playing arm in arm together and colouring
vibrant pictures only months into the six-month rehabilitation
program. When they first joined the program, many could only
colour pictures of headless bodies drawn in black. This is a
true testament to the power of the arts to soothe the soul and

rehabilitate the mind. It certainly reinvigorates Make Music
Matter to continue developing its model in hopes to be able to
support a program with Syrian refugees in the future.
Further to the affiliate model, we will continue to work towards
preparing the model for implementation in our own back yard,
with a focus on our Indigenous community. We believe that
there is great potential for this program both with its focus on
psychosocial support and on advocacy in the Canadian context.
We will continue to grow our name in the public sphere through
presence on both social and mainstream media and through
the many public lectures and events that we attend and in
which we collaborate. With our strong connection to the music
industry and through support of Metalworks Institute and Panzi
Hospital and Foundations, we are looking at the potential of
creating a record label to support the distribution of these
songs. Further to that, we continue to look at innovative ways
to make the music accessible to a larger audience - through
a streaming app, for example, as a method of disseminating
music into the communities and abroad.
We can say with certainty that 2017 will continue to bring
some very exciting developments, and will showcase the
amazing work that our team and partners continue to do each
and every day. Make sure to stay tuned on social media!
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THANK YOU TO
OUR PARTNERS
A big thank you to all those who continue to support our programming – our
partners, supporting artists, volunteers and individual donors. Your contributions
allow us to grow and continue our work with vulnerable women, children, and
youth in Rwanda and the Democratic Republic of the Congo.

An extra special thank you goes out to
the artists that continue to advocate for
Make Music Matter:

IMPLEMENTATION AND
SUPPORTING PARTNERS:

SUPPORTING
ARTISTS:

Panzi Hospital
Panzi Foundation USA
Panzi Foundation DRC
Uyisenga N’Manzi
Metalworks Institute
Joao Carvalho Mastering
Warchild Canada
Humanitarian Innovation Fund
The Dutch Ministry of Foreign Affairs
Long and McQuade
HHB Communications Canada
Direct Focus Marketing Communications
Western Union Canada
Global College
Slaight Communications
Friesen Foundation
Lush Handmade Cosmetics
Manitoba Council for International
Cooperation (MCIC)
The Asper Foundation
CUPE National

Ian D’Sa and Billy Talent
Cone McCaslin (Sum 41)
Sam Roberts Band
John Angus MacDonald (The Trews)
Hill Kourkoutis (Serena Ryder, Hill &
The Sky Heroes)
Jim Cuddy (Blue Rodeo)
Steve Bays (Hot Hot Heat, Mounties)
Big Sugar
Damhnait Doyle
Classified
Timbuktu
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BOARD OF
DIRECTORS:
Darcy Ataman
Jit Lahiry
Jaime Cundy
David Bottrill
Michael Espinoza
Rebecca Purver
Brian Fox
Jennifer Lin
Ryan Clarke

makemusicmatter.org
@mmm_org
MakeMusicMatter.org

MAKE MUSIC MATTER INC.
605-110 Princess Street
Winnipeg, Manitoba Canada
R3B 1K7
Written by Brianne McKay and Darcy Ataman

*OUR FINANCIAL REPORT IS AVAILABLE UPON REQUEST.

